
Is today’s education system hurting boys? 
Consider this fact: today more than 60% of college graduates in the US are female. This disparity 
is even more unbelievable when you consider that college-age males still slightly outnumber 
their female counterparts. So just what the heck is going on? 
There are many theories. One theory is that males are less inclined to take on the debt associated 
with attending college today and so either drop out early or choose not to go to college in the 
first place. In my opinion, this theory is bunk. How many college-age males do you know who 
think like that? 
Another theory is that boys are discouraged from a young age by the peer pressures of “gender-
identity” from getting involved in “un-masculine” cultural activities like art, music, drama and 
foreign languages and as a result do not like school as much as girls. Again: bunk. Boys today 
are more likely NOT to worry about being masculine than they were in the past. 
Here’s my theory: Education today, more than ever, is controlled by government. Government is 
controlled by politicians. Politicians are (how should I say this?) “influenced” by politically-
motivated interest groups. And many of the politically-motivated interest groups that choose to 
get involved in “education” are anti-male (or at least anti-traditional male). This has been going 
on for some time now and the results speak for themselves. 
Who can deny that there has for years been a movement afoot to prevent boys from being boys, 
and not just in school. Think about it. Boys, by their very nature, are rambunctious. Sorry but this 
is not allowed. Boys by their nature enjoy taking risks. Sorry, no can do. Boys are more 
aggressive and fight a lot more than girls. Hmmm, we may have to medicate you. It makes you 
wonder how in the world the males of our species ever managed to survive (much less move on 
to productive, successful adult lives) before the advent of Ritalin. 
Well, sorry to burst any bubbles out there but here’s an incontrovertible fact: boys are different 
than girls. Always have been; and (hopefully) always will be.  
For many involved in the politicized education bureaucracies, however, this incontrovertible fact 
is troubling; it is the proverbial “inconvenient” truth. And rather than deal with the differences, 
our “educators” have for years been trying to jam round pegs into square holes. 
This ongoing attempt to evade reality, I would argue, is perpetrating a terrible injustice on the 
males in the US education system. 
In fact, I’ll go further and give my opinion that some of the most productive, successful men in 
the history of our country were/are successful precisely BECAUSE they were rambunctious, 
aggressive, risk-takers when they were boys. And as they matured they learned discipline and 
how to direct all that “little boy energy” into productive greatness. 
And so I say: “boys will be boys,” and we should be encouraging them to be. 
 


